Mission statement from the Shtibl Web Site

The Shtibl Minyan is an egalitarian community whose davening attempts to fulfill the joyous Hassidic ideal of "kol atzmotai tomarnah/with all my limbs I will say praise." (Psalms 35:10)

In addition to davening together (using the nusach of Reb Shlomo Carlebach), we study Torah and engage in political and social action to further justice.

It is known that the essential service of a person by way of which one might ultimately achieve wholeness in service to God, and grasp God's Divinity, is the study of Torah and prayer. It cannot be by way of one without the other, for an ignorant person cannot become a chassid (Avot 2:5); nor can one fulfill one's soul only through Torah as our Sages of blessed memory said: "One who says: 'There is nothing but the study of Torah,' has not acquired Torah." (Maor Vashemesh, Breishit)
How have I done this past year in fulfilling these ideas?

Which of my “limbs” have I used to praise God?  (Arms, legs, lips, ears and brain are some examples)

Write a description of how each limb has been used.

Which of my limbs have I not used enough in praise of God this past year?  For each one, describe how you feel you could do a better job in the next year.

Shtibl provides options to fulfill the three pillars of the world or Torah, Avodah (prayer), and Gemillut Hesed (acts of justice or righteousness).  Have I been involved in these activities?  If so, was it enough?  If not, what pledge do I make to do more this year? 

Which of the three pillars are strengths of mine?  Which ones are weaknesses?  Do I rely heavily one over the other?  Do I contribute in one area more than the others?  What can I do to create more balance in my life in regards to these items?

