Shtibl Duchaning Subcommittee Meeting Proposal

After a series of meetings since last spring, and an informal opinion poll of the Shtibl email list, the Shtibl Duchaning Subcommittee has concluded:

(1) There is significant interest among the Shtibl membership in experimenting with adding duchaning to Shtibl holiday Musaf services, as is the traditional custom elsewhere.

(2)  The three approaches with the greatest support at Shtibl are: 

A. Liturgically traditional duchaning, but including both kohanim and kohanot/b’not kohanim (daughters of kohanim) as “blessers” (with male and female Levites washing)

B. “Communal” or fully participatory duchaning, in which members of the community bless one another, with liturgical variation as needed, and “choreography” still TBA (perhaps on the model of the Aquarian Minyan (Berkeley, CA) or Havurat Shalom (Somerville, MA))

C. No duchaning at all.  (That is, a deliberate choice to continue services as before, without adding this ritual.)

On this basis, the Shtibl Duchaning Subcommittee proposes as follows:

On each of Rosh Hashanah (1st day), Rosh Hashanah (2nd day), and Yom Kippur, one of approaches A, B, and C will be employed.  Thus, those in attendance on all 3 days will experience all three approaches.

On each of Sukkot (1st day), Sukkot (2nd day), and Shemini Atzeret, one of approaches A, B, and C will be employed.  This will be an opportunity to experience each for a second time if desired; or for the first time for those who may have spent one or another of Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur elsewhere.

The precise determination of which approach shall be employed on which day will be worked out by the Subcommittee with the prayer leader leading the service in question, and the membership will be notified in advance of the agreed-upon schedule.

After the holidays are over, the Subcommittee will meet again to assess this duchaning experience and to consider what will happen at the Shtibl in the future.  

